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Abstract: Throughout history, Bazaars used to be the focal point of public life in different 
cities with Islamic background. Many of them are not any longer the places where the social 
and economic activities reach their peak. Although there have been many attempts for the re-
generation and revitalization of the Bazaars, it proved difficult to recover their previous spirit. 
However, examples of successfull Bazaars can still be found.
What made the Bazaars so attractive in the past? Why some of the Bazaars lost their vitality, 
while others are still important social and economical hubs of cities? Were their typological or 
morphological properties; were the activities; or, the main reason for the vitality and vibrancy 
of the Bazaars was their relative location on the network of public spaces in the city? In order 
to answer some of these questions Tetovo and its two Bazaars is chosen as a case study. By 
utilizing Space Syntax as the core theory and methodology along with a combination of mor-
phological approaches this paper investigates their properties and their distribution across the 
spatial configuration of Tetovo. 
The research suggests that it is the network of public spaces and their configurational proper-
ties that generate the conditions for the emergence and functioning of the Bazaars. The Bazaars 
occupy the most central locations in the city and belong to the foreground structure of the 
spatial configuration. They appear at the intersection of the main arteries of the city, which 
connect the neighborhoods together into a whole, and at the same time connect the city to the 
other neighboring settlements into the region.  
 

1. Introduction

In many Islamic cities, the Bazaar used to be the focal point of public life. Its roots can be 
traced since the first Persian cities or even since the first Neolithic cities. In middle Persian 
Bazaar (Wazar) and Armenian (Vačar) meant a marketplace or assemblage of shops where 
miscellaneous goods and services are bought and sold (M. Gharipour, 2012, 2). Throughout 
the centuries, until the beginning of the XXth century, the Bazaar retained its function as a 
commercial and social center. However today, the impact of the Bazaar on the public life has 
decreased significantly. 
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There are many different and complex reasons why the Bazaar lost its attractiveness over the 
last few decades. First it was the Industrial Revolution, the accommodation of the automobiles 
and their occupation of the public space that lead to new planning ideologies which did not 
incorporate the Bazaar into their policies. Second it was the Information and Communication 
Technology with its new virtual public spaces creating new opportunities for social and eco-
nomic interactions.

Whatever the reasons many of them are not any longer places where social and economic activ-
ities reach their peak. Although there have been many attempts for the regeneration and revital-
ization of the Bazaars, it proved difficult to recover their previous spirit. What made the Bazaars 
so attractive in the past? Were their typological properties; their morphological properties; the 
activities; or the main reason for the vitality and vibrancy of the Bazaars was their location?

To answer these questions and to reveal the interrelationship between the spatial configura-
tion, elements of urban form and activities, Tetovo and its two Bazaars is chosen as a case study. 
The analysis is focused on the spatial configuration that evolved organically until the Second 
World War (WWII). This paper investigates morphosyntactic properties of the Bazaars and their 
distribution across the spatial configuration of Tetovo. We suggest that it is the central location of 
the Bazaars relative to the whole system of the network of public spaces the main cause for their 
emergence as social and economic centers and for their specific morphological properties. 

2. Methodology

The Bazaar is rich and complex urban phenomenon. In order to reveal its morphosyntactic 
properties the research is based on a combination of methodological approaches. However, the 
configurational approach is at the core of this research. The Bazaar, is considered an emerging 
urban phenomenon and Space Syntax theory and methodology provides a solid base for under-
standing generative processes that lead to emergent urban phenomena. According to Hillier, 
microeconomic processes shape the foreground network of the city and vice versa (Hillier, 
1999). Hillier and colleagues were able to show that the spatial configuration generates activity 
patterns and that the most central set of spaces are occupied by commercial and other move-
ment seeking activities (Hillier, 1996, 49-60).    

The hypothesis of this paper is that the Bazaars as commercial hubs of cities, occupy central 
set of spaces and that their specific morphological properties emerge due to their relative loca-
tion on the network of public spaces. In order to reveal the interrelationship between spatial 
configuration, activities and elements of urban form in the context of the Bazaar, Tetovo and 
its two Bazaars is chosen as a case study. However, since one of the Bazaars of Tetovo – the 
Lower Bazaar-Bunar is totally demolished after the Second World War (WWII) and replaced 
with a new modernist spatial organisation and since the other Bazaar – the Upper Bazaar lost its 
significance over the last few decades, the research is focusing on the spatial configuration of 
Tetovo that evolved organically before WWII.    

The configurational analysis of Tetovo and its Bazaars is based on the earliest map available 
dating from 1937. The analysis is supposed to reveal the position of the set of spaces that con-
stitute the bazaars, relative to the whole system. Depthmap – a software platform developed at 
UCL is used for spatial network analysis. 

The configurational analysis will provide a firm ground in order to understand the occurring 
patterns of the elements of the urban form – streets, plots and buildings –, activity patterns and 
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most important their interrelationships. Information on uses and activity patterns are based on 
maps and written documents that describe the evolution of Tetovo through centuries.

3. A Short History of Tetovo

Some research indicates the existence of prehistoric settlements in close proximity of Teto-
vo. However documents on Tetovo as a settlement date since the XIVth century. The medie-
val settlement grew at the crossroad of once very important links Prizren-Tetovo-Skopje and 
Skopje-Tetovo-Debar. As a result of its strategic location, Tetovo under the Ottoman Empire 
became an important trading and administrative centre and the capital of the region (XVth 
Century) attracting people from the neighbouring settlements and villages. Table 1, shows the 
gradual growth of population in numbers during the centuries. 

The population was predominantly Muslim and Christian. Each community used to live in 
smaller residential (and administrative) units called mahallah’s. Christian mahallah’s occupied 
the uphill of Tetovo in densely organised buildings facing the streets, while Islamic mahallah’s 
were organised on the plain on larger plots with houses usually facing the courtyards (Do-
brovic, 1950, 62). 

Religion, Islam in this case, was deeply rooted into the ruling system of the Empire. But, with 
some limitations, in principle, the Ottoman Empire was tolerant towards its Christian citizens 
and Christianity in general. That attitude allowed communities other than Muslim to develop 
their own cultural and social identity. However, public life related activities and manifestations 
used to be a rarity. The Bazaar was the one of the few public spaces where people could engage 
in social activities. The Bazaar reached its full potential as social, economic, political and reli-
gious centre during the XIXth century. It was a period of rapid growth as the Ottoman Empire 
underwent reforms which brought equality to all population regardless of their religious back-
ground. According to Ami Boue, in the 40-ties of the XIXth century the population number 
was somewhere between 4000 and 5000. At the end of the century the number of the popula-
tion reached 19200 (table 1). It was a period when the Bazaars reached their full development 
as trading and crafting zones. The socio-political progress and economic growth halted at the 
beginning of the XXth century due to World War I (Svetozarevic, 1999). Regression continued 
until the 3rd decade when Tetovo officially became the administrative centre of the Northwest 
region of Macedonia.

Regardless of socio-political and economic oscillations the spatial configuration of Tetovo 
evolved and continued to grow organically until World War II (WWII). After WWII new so-
cial-communist ideology was proposed to people. This new ideology, among other things, had no 
respect for the organic spatial configuration that evolved during the Ottoman period through-
out the centuries. It was the time when zoning, regular street network and megalomanic inter-
ventions as a reflection of the new modern planning and ideology, were changing the physical 
appearance of the cities in former Yugoslavia (Ferati, 2011, 25). This stage of development had 

Table 1. Population growth in Tetovo through centuries.

Century XV XVI XIX XX XXI

Year 1453 1468 1545 1568 1838 1860 1890 1921 1931 1971 1994 2002

Population 1100 1200 1000 2500 4500 9000 19200 15119 16359 35792 50344 52915
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its repercussions on the Bazaars as well. Tetovo was a bipolar city with the Bazaars constituting 
the centres. Unfortunately, The Lower Bazaar – Bunar was totally demolished and replaced with 
new modernist structure. The Upper Bazaar survived these interventions and transformations 
and still functions as an informal civic centre although with diminished impact on public life. 
However most of the new modernist ideas were never fully implemented and Tetovo continued 
to grow by a parallel bottom up self-organised and top down planned process.

Similar, approach with minor methodological modifications was adopted in planning poli-
cies in Macedonia after its independence at the end of the XXth century. Ideas, transformations 
and interventions based on previous modernist planning are largely mirrored in the new plan-
ning policies. The Upper Bazaar is still not recognised as an important and vital element of pub-
lic life in Tetovo. Again, planning could not guide and could not even follow the development 
of the city. The asynchrony between planning and factual growth had negative repercussions on 
urban form and resulted in chaotic manifestations of the built environment.

4. Morphosyntactic Analysis of Organic Tetovo

The Islamic background of Tetovo is reflected on the spatial configuration as well. According 
to Hillier the most obvious difference between cities lies in their geometric structure (Hillier, 
2001, 4) which is deeply related to human behavior and socio-cultural specifics of the popula-
tion. The geometric structure of Tetovo before WWII was irregular, broken, with shorter axial 
lines, similar to the structure of Islamic cities (table 2). 

Only few lines – streets penetrate across the city and connect Tetovo to the neighboring set-
tlements. The configurational analysis in a city wide scale (RN) reveals the main routes, colored 
in red on the processed map (fig.1). It also reveals and explains the bipolar nature of Tetovo. 
According to Space Syntax theory there is a high correlation between the spatial configuration 
and movement (Hillier, 1993) and between movement and uses or activities (Hillier, 1996). 
Hillier and colleagues were able to show that relatively more people move across the most ac-
cessible spaces in the city and less on more segregated ones– streets (Hillier, 1999). So the main 
routes colored in red on the processed maps are also the main movement routes in the settle-
ment (fig.1). The bazaars emerge exactly on the intersection of these main movement routes 
that connect Tetovo to its neighboring settlements, which indicates that their emergence is not 
coincidental but a direct consequence of the spatial configuration. They obviously belong to the 
foreground network and take advantage of the potential that the network provides in terms of 

Table 2. Comparison between the geometric structure of Arabian, USA and European cities derived from Hillier’s 
Research and the geometric structure of organic Tetovo. 

Region Cities Avg. line nr. Connectivity Loc. Int. Global Int. Intelligibility

USA 12 5420 5.835 2.956 1.610 0.559

Europe 15 5030 4.609 2.254 0.918 0.266

Arabian 18 840 2.975 1.619 0.650 0.160

Country City Line nr. Connectivity Loc. Int. Global Int. Intelligibility

Macedonia Tetovo 1937 130.8 3.407 1.962 0.762 0.134174
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reaching a higher number of people. The Lower Bazaar-Bunar is located on the intersection of 
two main streets, “Kr. Petar II” (“Ilinden”) and “Oslobodjenje” (“Iliria”) which connect Tetovo 
to Gostivar and Skopje, respectively. The Upper bazaar is on the intersection of several routes 
that link the city to the surrounding villages. “Prizrenska” (“A.J. Zurcin”) links Tetovo to the 
mountain villages, “Kr. Petar” (“G. Delcev”) and “Nediceva” (“I. L. Ribar”) to the villages on the 
North of Tetovo all the way to Gostivar; “V. Kradzic” (“M. Baftijari”) is a link to the villages on 
the south of Tetovo; while “Kn. Milos” (“Lubotenksa”) link the villages on the east of the city.

At the intersection of the main routes that lead to the Bazaars a star shaped open space 
evolved organically in order to accommodate various economic and social activities. Densely 
packed, one or two story high buildings totally occupy relatively small and rectangular plots with 
narrow frontages and enclose the open space of the Bazaars (figure 2 and figure 3). As we move 
away from the Bazaars, the plots are getting bigger, more irregular and buildings do not always 
occupy plot frontages. 

The most strategic spaces within the Bazaars were occupied by commercial activities. Small 
buildings enclosing the open public spaces of the Bazaars were best suited to accommodate 
shops and workshops. On the other hand the open public spaces used to serve as open markets. 
But, beside their function as commercial centers the Bazaars were also administrative, political 
and religious centers. To mention but a few, the post office, the regional council, the tax ad-
ministration office are all scattered around the Lower Bazaar (fig.4) while the district court is 
located in near vicinity of the Upper Bazaar (fig.4). As far as the religion is concerned, the map 
on figure 4 shows that religious establishments – mosques also belong to the rich and mixed 
use nature of the Bazaars. At the Upper Bazaar the mosque is next to the Bazaar and marks its 
entrance while on the Lower bazaar is part of the Bazaar. Obviously the religious authorities 
wanted to express their authority and influence the wider community (Ferati, 2012).  

Figure 1. Global Accessibility (RN).
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Figure 2. Plot system, a. Upper Bazaar, b. Lower Bazaar – Bunar.

Figure 3. Building system, a. Upper Bazaar, b. Lower Bazaar – Bunar.

Both, the spatial configuration and the wide range of functions of the Bazaar used to generate 
high number of people passing through or visiting the Bazaars leading to different options for 
interactions that would eventually transform into social activities. The Bazaar was the main 
generator of life in the city (Svetozarevic, 1999). Beside the informal social activities, the most 
important ceremonies and celebrations used to be organized in the Bazaar. Figure 5, captures 
the vibrancy of the Upper Bazaar around 1936. 
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Figure 4. Public uses, a. Upper Bazaar. B. Lower Bazaar – Bunar.

Figure 5. Upper Bazaar, Tetovo, 1936. retrieved from https://sq.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tetova#/media/Skeda:Tetovo,_raz-
glednica,_1936.jpg 

5. Conclusions 

The configurational analysis of Tetovo, shows that both Bazaars in Tetovo emerged on central 
locations at the intersection of the main arteries that connect the city to the neighbouring 
settlements. The Bazaar was the place to go to and to move through. Judging by Hillier’s theory 
on centrality (Hillier, 1999) and natural movement (Hillier, 1993), movement flows along these 
routes as the most central have been relatively higher compared to the other streets in the city. 
High movement flows on the other hand carry the potential and initiate the emergence of 
movement seeking activities.
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Obviously the Bazaars in Tetovo belong to the foreground network of public spaces shaped 
by microeconomic processes. However, beside their nature as spatial centres, the Bazaars used 
to represent economic, social, cultural, administrative, political and religious centres. The Ba-
zaars took advantage of the potential that the spatial configuration provides in terms of reach-
ing a higher possible number of people. Shops, workshops, catering and other commercial and 
movement seeking uses are clustered together on these specific central set of spaces. Public and 
Secular authorities also had in mind the central location of the Bazaars when choosing sites for 
the construction of administrative or religious establishments – mosques in order to serve or 
influence a wider community (Ferati, 2012). 

The relations between spaces that lead to specific relations between spaces and people, even-
tually had impact on the relations between people and people. Strong movement flows and 
various activities which attract visitors generate multiple opportunities for social interactions, 
formal or informal. Social and cultural activities used to be an important part of public life 
unfolding in the Bazaars, even more so having in mind the dual character of the society divided 
into Muslim and Christian population with the Bazaars serving as a tool for minimizing differ-
ences and uniting both communities. 

Different uses competing for a strategic location on the spatial centre of the city led to a spe-
cific arrangement and organization of buildings and plots. Densely packed small row buildings 
totally occupy the plots enclosing the streets and open public spaces of the Bazaars. Plots get 
bigger further away from the Bazaars and buildings occupy only a portion of the plots and not 
necessarily their frontages. 

The results of the analysis should encourage further research of bazaars in other cities of 
North Macedonia in order to broaden our understanding of their spatial, economic and social 
dimension. Furthermore the findings should help the revitalization of existing ones or even 
designing new similar contemporary urban spaces.
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